ZB (Zoning Board) Minutes, 3-10-25
Village of Sodus Point, NY

ZB Members Present: Tom Johns (zoom), Lynn Carlyle, Sue Bassage, Steve Nesspor

Staff Present: Kevin Druschel - Code Enforcement Officer (CEQO) (zoom), Linda Youngman -
Clerk (in person)

Others present: Village of Sodus Point (zoom), Laurie Verbridge (zoom), William Kedley
(zoom), Kevin Druschel (zoom), iPad (zoom), casey carpenter (zoom), vjhil (zoom), Scott and
Cindy Briggs (in person), David Merinichi (in person) (possible new ZBA member)

Announcement: The advertisement of the meeting was published in Wayne County Times
and posted on the Village website.

Establish Quorum: A quorum was established. Four members were in attendance. The
meeting was conducted in person and via Zoom.

Call to order: The meeting was called to order by Chair Tom Johns (zoom) at 7:00 pm.

1. Area Variance, Scott & Cindy Briggs, 8474 Greig Street, to install an 8’ fence 40’ long
per plot drawing where 4’ is allowed. (CODE 190-22(g) 121-4)

Scott Briggs spoke saying they wanted to cut back bushes near their property and install an 8
ft fence. Because of the bushes, the fence needs to be taller and he wants to clean the prop-
erty up. He spoke to his neighbors about the planned fence. A 6 ft fence would be too short
given the bushes.

Tom Johns opened the case for public comment — there were no public comments. Laurie
Verbridge asked about the right of way (ROW) near the public park and asked if the bushes
could be removed. She is concerned about the planned playground. Tom said the bushes
would not extend to the parking lot. Tom Johns closed to public comment. Lynn Carlyle asked
about the code being currently 4 ft — did the PB have to do something different for 8 ft? Tom
Johns said people would be walking through that area and he thought the 8 ft fence might be
OK for that area. The CEO said the PB could consider an area variance. Lynn Carlyle read
the ZBA types of variances document — Tom Johns said it represented a change to the neigh-
borhood, Sue Bassage said it would not adversely affect neighbors. Sue Bassage asked if
they planned to do a survey — Scott Briggs said yes.

Laurie Verbridge said the bushes would need to come out anyway and there is a sewer line
near there — she thought the bushes would push against the fence and thought the bushes



should be removed. Scott says he actually owns 41.97 feet along the property line, but since
the application was for 40’, the ZBA can’t approve anything more without a new application
and another advertisement.

Tom Johns said we are at 40 ft and asked for a motion. Sue Bassage motioned to accept the
proposal as submitted, Lynn Carlyle seconded, the motion passed unanimously.

Voting record: Tom Johns-aye, Lynn Carlyle-aye, Sue Bassage-aye, Steve Nesspor-aye

2. Area Variance, Susan Hill, 7428 Wolcott Street, to construct a 32'x28’ garage structure
6.5’ from rear property line where 12.5’ is required. (CODE 190-11, 190-49)

Susan Hill spoke saying they wanted to construct a 32X28 ft garage 6.5 ft from their rear
property line. She said the garage in line with the front of the house wouldn’t work. She said
she has been talking with her neighbor. She referred to an overlay of the property showing
where the garage would be located- she has moved the planned garage a considerable
amount based on comments from the Planning Board. Three sides of the garage would be
within the code, the back is closer to her neighbor and she would require approval of the
variance.

Lynn Carlyle asked about the location. Sue Hill said they would remove the shed to permit the
garage to be built. Sue Bassage asked about the property line. Susan Hill referred to her
PowerPoint slides of the planned garage. The CEO put the slides up on the monitor. Susan
Hill said if they tried to put the garage where it was suggested, it would preclude views for her
neighbors and she thought the planned garage should go closer to the property line. She
spoke about this to her neighbor and she wanted to build the garage at 5ft. The CEO said
they would need to re-advertise to permit this new location. Susan Hill asked how long would
it delay their work — the CEO said 2 weeks.

Tom Johns opened the case to public comment — there were no public comments. Tom Johns
said we should reject the original proposal. Susan Hill said she would like to understand what
was involved. The CEO said under 5 ft, there should be something to ensure the separation
of the garage from the neighbor’s property in case of fire. Susan Hill said there would be no
overhang. Perhaps it would be better to have the garage located at 5 ft from the property line.
Tom Johns said he thought 5 ft would be better for fire and safety being able to access the
properties. Tom asked if there were any other concerns from the ZBA. Sue Bassage asked
about siding — the CEO said you wouldn’t want vinyl siding if the structures were too close for
fire separation. Susan Hill said they would want to move to 5 ft — the CEO said he would work
to have it advertised. Sue Bassage motioned to table this case until the 5 ft could be
advertised, Steve Nesspor seconded, the motion passed unanimously.

Voting record: Tom Johns-aye, Lynn Carlyle-aye, Sue Bassage-aye, Steve Nesspor-aye

Review minutes from previous meetings: Sue Bassage asked to delay the 2-10-25
minutes approval so she can re-read the revised minutes.

New Business: Tom Johns asked Kevin Druschel if there was any new business. Kevin said there
are a couple of new cases coming up so he said to be prepared for a busy season. Steve Nesspor is



out of town on the 24, so is Lynn Carlyle. Sue Bassage is away also. The CEO will let us know
when the next ZBA meeting can be.

Motion to adjourn: Steve Nesspor motioned to adjourn the meeting, Lynn Carlyle seconded,
the motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned by Tom Johns at 7:39 pm.

The next ZBA meeting will be April 7, unless there is no business to discuss.



