Planning Board (PB) Minutes, 6-16-25
Village of Sodus Point, NY

Members Present: Chair Bruce Evener, William McKee, Janine Fogarty, Ellen Farnum, Steve
Taylor

Staff Present: Linda Youngman — Clerk, Village of Sodus Point, Kevin Druschel — CEO (code

enforcement officer) (zoom)

Others present: Village of Sodus Point (zoom), Kevin Druschel - CEO (zoom), casey carpenter
(zoom), David Gitsis (zoom), John Graziose (zoom),

Establishment of a Quorum: A quorum was established with 5 members in attendance.
There was a work session (6:30) prior to the public meeting (7:00).

Announcements: Advertisement of the meeting was posted on the Village website and also
posted at Wayne County Times.

Call to order: The public meeting was called to order by Chair Bruce Evener at 7:00 pm.

Approval of minutes from previous meetings: Minutes from 6-2-25 were reviewed, edited and
approved. Bill McKee motioned to approve, Janine Fogarty seconded, the minutes were approved.

Votes: Evener-aye, McKee-aye, Fogarty-aye, Farnum-aye, Taylor-aye

1. Final Subdivision Review, Patrick Tobin, 8385 South Shore Rd, to subdivide 3’ by 135.2'
from 8385 to add to 8387 to clear boundary line issue. (CODE 190-50)

John Graziose was at the meeting to represent Patrick Tobin. The Tobin’s want to subdivide 3’ by
135.2’ from 8385 to add to 8387 to clear a boundary line issue. Janine Fogarty motioned to ac-
cept the subdivision as proposed, Bill McKee seconded, the motion passed.

Votes: Evener-aye, McKee-aye, Fogarty-aye, Farnum-aye, Taylor-aye

2. Final Site Plan Review, Patrick Tobin, 8387 South Shore Rd, to construct a 2867 square
foot single family residential structure per stamped blue prints. (CODE 190-49)

John Graziose was at the meeting to represent Patrick Tobin. Bruce said the house would be a
definite improvement. Janine Fogarty motioned to accept the construction as listed (a 2867
square foot single family residential structure per stamped blue prints), Bill McKee seconded, the
motion passed.

Votes: Evener-aye, McKee-aye, Fogarty-aye, Farnum-aye, Taylor-aye

3. Final Site Plan Review, James Gruttaduria, 8116 Margaretta Road, to place a 10x16 shed
to be used as a retail store front per business plan. (CODE 190-49)



James and Sharon Gruttaduria want to build a 10X16 shed to be used as a retail store front for a pe-
dal-assisted bicycle rental business. The shed they wanted has sold so they will be putting in another
shed that may be a few square feet bigger (12X16. 12X18). The CEO would check to see if they need
to resubmit if it is only slightly larger. The CEO said 89 sq ft bigger would be OK so 12x16 or 12x18
(32 sq ft bigger) — the CEO clarified that the size of the shed is not a problem, he thought they were
talking about the sign size. 25 off the road, 12.5 off the rear location for placement of the shed.

The Gruttadurias are building a website, working with attorneys, etc. They have a safety kit with lith-
ium-ion fire extinguisher, he went to a training course on lithium batteries, all battery charging will be
done on a cart. Bill McKee took a course on safety with lithium batteries also. Janine Fogarty mo-
tioned to accept the proposal as drafted with agreement to place a shed (size unspecified so they can
place the larger shed that is currently available), Ellen Farnum seconded, the motion passed.

Votes: Evener-aye, McKee-aye, Fogarty-aye, Farnum-aye, Taylor-aye

4. Fence Review, Vivian Dendecker, 8403 Wickham Boulevard, to construct to allow to main-
tain a living fence to remain and grow to 10’ tall. (CODE 121, 190-22(g))

Vivian Dendecker attended the meeting and spoke about her desire to maintain a living fence to re-
main and grow to 10’ tall. Vivian said she has 2 V2 acres property and wants to build a living fence
against the property line. She said her neighbors called Kevin and they gave her a stop work order.
Bruce Evener said the Village code specifies fences to be no taller than 4 ft. Bruce said he has
checked into arborvitaes and checked many in the area. Vivian said her trees are giant trees, maybe
10 ft. Bruce said the taller trees (giant rest trees) are more resistant. Vivian said she doesn’'t want such
tall trees, she just wants to block her neighbor. Bruce said green nursuries specify she would need
these tall trees trimmed a couple of times each year. Arborvitaes have solid roots but are not a risk for
sidewalks, etc. The experts agree that root damage is not an issue. These are fast-growing arborvi-
taes. Maximum height should be 6 foot or 5 '%. Village of Sodus Point code says not higher than 4
foot. There is an email attached from a neighbor regarding the Dendecker living fence application.

Bruce said we need a recommendation for or against allowing Vivian to put these trees in. The CEO
had put a stop work order and the trees are being stored before more are allowed to be put in. Bruce
said since she didn’t have a permit, it is not an excuse that she didn’t know she needed PB approval.
If the ZB votes against the trees, she could put in other trees. Vivian said she paid $5,000 for the trees
which she can’t put in now.

Bill McKee said he visited the site and from the neighbor's patio and you could not see the lake if the
trees are placed — he wants to make sure the neighbors can continue to see Lake Ontario. Ellen Far-
num asked about these trees being rapid growing. Janine Fogarty confirmed that the trees would be
rapid growing. Steve Taylor asked about keeping the height at 4 ft. Bill McKee said the trees would
block the neighbor’s view. Bill McKee’s recommendation is to decline. Bill McKee motioned to forward
the motion with a negative recommendation for a living fence, Janine Fogarty seconded, the motion
with a negative recommendation to be forwarded to the ZB (section 121-4h, not blocking a view from
an adjacent parcel) passed.

Votes: Evener-aye, McKee-aye, Fogarty-aye, Farnum-aye, Taylor-aye

5. Fence Review, David Gitsis, 7308 Route 14, to construct a 4' fence per plot drawing. (CODE
190-22, 121)

David Gitsis wants to construct a 4' fence per plot drawing. It would have gate, 8 ft 6 inches. Bruce
asked the PB if anyone had questions, no questions. Janine Fogarty motioned to accept the 4 ft high
fence with gate as proposed, Bill McKee seconded, the motion passed.



Votes: Evener-aye, McKee-aye, Fogarty-aye, Farnum-aye, Taylor-aye

Other Business: Bruce mentioned that we requested a formal definition of a boathouse from the
CEO, Kevin Druschel, and it had to be a formal request. The PB agreed to make a formal request
and the motion passed.

Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn was made by Janine Fogarty Ellen Farnum seconded, the
motion passed. The meeting was adjourned by Bruce Evener at 7:35 pm.

The next PB meeting will be July 7, 2025 unless plans change.

Email from neighbors reqgarding Dendecker application for arborvitae:




June 16, 2025

To whom this may concern;

This is concerning the property lines of 8387 Wickham Blvd and 8403 Wickham Blvd.
The owner of 8403 Wickham Blvd has planted 25 Eastern Arborvitaes ( which are a type of cypress
tree native to New York .) next to an existing white fence as a second live wall fence.

We were never informed about this and would not have agreed to it due to the fact it is extremely
close our property line which means that the roots and the size of the trees will encroach and invade

our property.
We are unsure if there is a variance for installing fence on or near property lines.

If 8403 Wickham Bivd moved them to middle of the ground between the driveway and the white
fence that would work for both properties.

If they stay where they are planted and kept level with fence only have a 4 foot variance it would
still mean that we would have to continually be taking care of the over growth and root problem that
we did not create.

The white fence is on our property line which doesn’t leave enough space for them to properly grow
and the roots will lift our sidewalk and patio.

We would ask kindly to consider to have them moved or removed because of all the future
problems for our beautiful property.

We ask who will protect us in the very near future for the root and over growth problem that we

will incur.

This just doesn’t make sense to have a live fence and the white fence . The white is fine sitting right
on our property line. The living wall fence serves no purpose as a property line marker and will block
the view .

We do not want this living wall fence, we strongly oppose and request having it moved or removed.
After we already purchased property, the following spring, the day we were moving in, the 4 foot
white vinyl fence was being installed even though we were not informed of this installation, this

project was one that we do not oppose.

We were told that this street was very beautiful being able to see the Lighthouse museum and
Ontario Lake we would like to keep the view that is left.

Thank you for you deep consideration of this matter.
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The image shows a young Thuja
occidentalis, commonly known as an
Eastern Arborvitae, which is a type of
cypress native to New York. These trees are
often used for landscaping due to their
dense, evergreen foliage and ability to grow
in a variety of conditions. They typically
have a conical or pyramidal shape when
young, as seen in the image, and can
become more columnar with age. The
foliage consists of scale-like leaves that are
arranged in flat sprays, giving the tree a
distinctive texture. The tree in the image
appears to be healthy, with vibrant green
foliage, which is typical for this species
during the growing season.

. Export

Visual matches

¢ "




6/9/25, 10:26 AM Thuja occidentalis - Plant Finder

Common Name: American arborvitae @
Type: Needled evergreen

Family: Cupressaceae

Native Range: Eastern North America
Zone: 2to7

Height: 20.00 to 40.00 feet

Spread: 10.00 to 15.00 feet

Bloom Time: Non-flowering

More Images

Bloom Description: Non-flowering
v
14 Sun: Full sun to part shade
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Maintenance: Low

G,Q/ Leaf: Evergreen

Attracts: Birds
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=279599
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