
 

 

Planning Board (PB) Minutes, 1-22-25  

Village of Sodus Point, NY 
 

 

 

Members Present: Chair Bruce Evener, William Kedley, William McKee, Janine Fogarty 

Staff Present: Linda Youngman – Clerk, Village of Sodus Point, (Kevin Druschel - CEO, 

code enforcement officer) (zoom) 

 

Others present:  Village of Sodus Point (zoom), Kevin Druschel (zoom), Roger Brandt 

(zoom), Phil Leone (in person), Kimberlee Costi… (zoom), Joan Zerbe-Brandt (zoom), 

Brandon Martin (in person), Mark Costich (in person), David (zoom), Anonymous (zoom), 

casey carpenter (zoom), tony (zoom), James Burroughs Marine (zoom), sueba (zoom),  

Establishment of a Quorum: A quorum of 4 was established with four members in attendance. 

Announcements: Advertisement of the meeting was posted on the Village website and 

also posted at Wayne County Times. 

There was an executive PB working session at 6:30 pm prior to the regular PB meeting at 7:00 
pm. Chair Evener said that the new mayor is likely to be Mayor Bill Kallusch (existing Deputy 
Mayor), it is not certain when he will start. There are new trustees that will be starting soon also 
– perhaps by the next Village Board meeting. Chair Evener said that he wants to finish reviewing 
the STR (short term rental) codes. The PB discussed possible new appointees as members of 
the Planning Board. Bruce Evener asked Phil Leone about his normal working hours. The PB 
waited for more public attendees to arrive. There was a discussion of various training sessions 
that were attended by the PB members.  
 
Call to order: The public meeting was called to order by Chair Bruce Evener at 7:00 pm.  

Approval of minutes from previous meetings: Minutes from 12-16-24 were reviewed, edited 

and approved. Janine Fogarty motioned to approve, William McKee seconded, the minutes 

were approved.  

Votes: Evener-aye, McKee-aye, Kedley-abstain as he was not at the 12-16-24 PB mtng, Fogarty-aye 
 
1. Waterfront assessment review, Ashu Ruparelia, 8639 Greig Street to construct a 

breakwall per joint application. (CODE 121-9) 
 
Chair Evener opened this case for review by the PB. The PB members reviewed the paperwork 
which was submitted by the CEO, Kevin Druschel. Bill Kedley confirmed that this was a discus-
sion of the breakwall. Chair Evener asked if the representative for this case was present – the 
CEO said that the representative was not available. Chair Evener said we would come back to 
this case. 
 
James Burroughs Marine represented the Ruparelia case asking if the PB had any questions. 
Mr. Burroughs said they modified the case based on some comments from the PB. Bill Kedley 



asked if they had developed any problems with putting in the concrete. Mr. Burroughs said they 
could not proceed with the concrete until the weather permits. Bill Kedley confirmed that they 
were not elevating the concrete. Bruce Evener asked if they had DEC and other required permits 
completed – Mr. Burroughs confirmed that they had the required permits. Mr. Burroughs said 
they are hoping to have the work done by April 1st. Bruce Evener said that normally the PB does 
not permit people to start work until the case had been completely reviewed and approved.  Mr. 
Burroughs thanked him for the PB’s considerations. Janine Fogarty motioned to approve the 
breakwall with acceptance of the completed wall, Bill Kedley seconded, the motion passed.  
 
Votes: Evener-aye, Kedley, McKee-aye, Fogarty-aye 
 
2. Final Site Plan, Anthony Elwood, 8538 Gardenier Lane, to construct a 408 sq ft (6’x48 with 

12’x10’ platform) L shaped dock 64’ in total length where 60’ is allowed 10’ from property 
lines. (CODE 86-22, 190-49) 

 
The CEO (Code Enforcement Officer Kevin Druschel) said there would be someone to represent 
the Elwood case. Tony Elwood spoke saying he wanted to construct a permanent dock with 
work to be done by a contractor in Sodus. 13.5 ft, 6 ft wide, extending N and S out into the Bay, 
10 ft from the E line. Chair Evener said the current dimensions were a big improvement over the 
original application. The ZB reviewed the case last week. Bill McKee, Chair Evener and Bill Ked-
ley thanked Mr. Elwood. Janine Fogarty motioned to approve the 6X48 ft with a 12X10 ft L-
shaped dock 64 ft in length, Bill Kedley seconded, the motion passed.  
 
Votes: Evener-aye, Kedley, McKee-aye, Fogarty-aye 
 
3. Preliminary Site Plan & Special Use Permit, Brandon Martin, 7118 Route 14 to construct 

(2) 36’x200’ Storage buildings and (1) 125'x75' storage building in a Limited Commercial resi-
dential district to be used for Boat Storage (Retail Business or service Not Otherwise pro-
vided herein) Special Use Permit Required. Details Given on SWPPP with amendment 
(CODE 190-8, 190-49) 

 
Brandon Martin spoke saying he originally wanted to build some storage buildings on Rte 14. He 
brought forward some new plans with one 60 ft building rather than two smaller buildings. He re-
alized there may be questions of setbacks, 17.6 ft. He said that undeveloped areas include ap-
proval of such types of storage structures to be built. Underutilized sites in the Sodus Point mas-
ter plan include his types of structures (boat storage and boat access) to be built. He said this 
work is supported by Sodus Point downtown revitalization mission statements. He said he has 
spent more on revitalization of Sodus Point than probably anyone else in Sodus Point.  
 
Bruce Evener opened the case for public comment. Jay DeWispelaere spoke saying he lives 
across the street from Brandon Martin’s project. He said he sent an email to the PB earlier today 
(email is attached to these PB minutes). Mr. DeWispelaere said the impact of Brandon Martin’s 
plans would have significant negative impact. Mr. Martin’s planned buildings would significantly 
and negatively impact upon the neighborhood which is residential. It would also negatively im-
pact upon vehicular traffic in that area. He said Mr. Martin’s project would impact the Rte 14 cor-
ridor. Mr. DeWispelaere said it flies in the face of the definition of neighborhood uses. It also 
goes in the face of the LWRP for Sodus Point.  
 
Mark Costich also spoke saying the two buildings being put into one makes it a hazard for fire 
fighters to deal with fires. He also said the industrial site would be for boat storage and it is not in 
line with the code. He also said the plan and grading would be a problem. He said the PB has 
asked for a number of conditions to be resolved which have not been addressed by Mr. Martin. 



Water conveyance is also a problem in that area which has not been resolved. He does not see 
that storm water management has been dealt with on this site and it has not been resolved. Zon-
ing does not allow multiple family homes in that area. He wants the Village to avoid future water 
storm water problems and the Martin buildings could cause problems.  
 
Bruce Evener asked the CEO if he had comments. Bruce Evener asked if there were other pub-
lic comments – no further public comments. Chair Evener asked if Brandon Martin wanted to 
comment on the public comments that had been made. Brandon Martin said Jay DeWispelaere’s 
comments were contrary to revitalization of the Sodus Point business. He said that Mr. 
DeWispelaere said there were many negative effects on Sodus Point but he did not give specific 
examples. Mr. Martin said he had dealt with storm water removal and had worked with an engi-
neering firm to develop a cohesive plan for water removal. Mr. Martin said his site is not a resi-
dential site as was stated by some public.  
 
Bruce Evener said this whole thing is pointless until we get a statement from the Zoning Board 
that they would support a special use permit, he suggested the PB let the ZB make a decision. 
Otherwise, the Planning Board should table this discussion as it is moot without the ZB’s ap-
proval. Bill Kedley said if the ZB gave their support, it would not preempt the PB to do their re-
view. Bill Kedley said future housing on that site is not part of this discussion. Bill McKee said 
this case is in a non-commercial area, this marina is a commercial business and he is opposed 
to this business in this area. Bill Kedley said the PB said they would do quarterly reviews of the 
continuing use of the property and said the PB hasn’t had one of those reviews in a while. The 
CEO suggested we make a motion to have another of those review meetings.  
 
Bill Kedley said his concern about the property is that a number of the PB’s conditions haven’t 
been met for this property and said this case would make this more of a business operation. He 
said there is no doubt that there are other storage buildings in the area but there are other chal-
lenges in this area, - the slopes, the trees, etc. For us to commit the resources to move this pro-
cess forward, he supports Bruce Evener’s approach to get the ZB support for the project first. 
Janine Fogarty is struggling with this proposal. Bill Kedley said the Village has had different per-
spectives on building up properties over time. Bill McKee said in that area previously, there had 
been a hardware, a store, etc. Janine Fogarty said she agreed with sending the case to the ZB 
to get their support for a special use permit for the proposed work on Brandon Martin’s property.  
 
The CEO suggested the PB put their comments in a statement to send to the ZB to get their 
support for Mr. Martin’s case. Bruce Evener asked for a motion to send the case to the ZB along 
with negative, positive comments. Bill McKee would send it with a negative, Bill Kedley would 
make a neutral recommendation, Bruce Evener neutral. Janine Fogarty motioned to send the 
case to the ZB with a neutral recommendation and asking if they would approve a special use 
permit, Bill Kedley seconded, the motion passed. It is the opinion of Bruce Evener that it is in the 
best interests to place the storage buildings in the residential zoned area of the property. 
 
Mr. Martin asked how far down the road would this take us. The CEO said the ZB would meet in 
early Feb and they would consider it then. Mr. Martin asked how much longer could this take. Bill 
Kedley said it would take more than a couple of meetings. Bill Kedley made the motion to table 
this discussion until we hear back from the ZB, Janine Fogarty seconded, the motion to table this 
case passed. 
 
Votes: Evener-aye, Kedley-aye, McKee-nay, Fogarty-aye 
 
Other Business:  
 



Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn was made by Janine Fogarty, Bill Kedley seconded, the 

motion passed. The meeting was adjourned by Bruce Evener at 7:56 pm. 

 
The next PB meeting will be February 3, 2025 unless plans change.  

 

 

Bruce Evener asked that the following email be attached to the 1-22-25 PB minutes: 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: rclass25@gmail.com <rclass25@gmail.com> 

Date: Tue, Jan 21, 2025 at 4:20 PM 

Subject: Martins Tideside Marina application 

To: Bruce Evener <baystsp.1@gmail.com>, Kedley Bill <wmkedley@gmail.com>, Bill 

<williamamckee@gmail.com>, <janine.l.fogarty@gmail.com>, Jay De Wispelaere 

<dewispelaerejay@yahoo.com>, <supervisor@sodusny.gov>, David Brandt 

<dbrandt3859@yahoo.com>, Joan Brandt 

<joanzerbebrandt@gmail.com>, Tzerbe@rochester.rr.com (Tzerbe@rochester.rr.com) 

<tzerbe@rochester.rr.com>, <brian.vanee@gmail.com>, Laurie Verbridge- Village Trustee 

<lverbridge@soduspoint.info>, <kmadison@soduspoint.info>, <whitsprague@outlook.com>, 

<johnseyt@aol.com>, <suebassage@yahoo.com>, <lynnjamescarlyle@icloud.com>, 

<nesspo@gmail.com>, CEO <ceo@soduspoint.info> 

 

Greetings to the members of the Sodus Point Village Board, Planning Board, and Zoning Board. 

 

I find myself once again compelled to write to you regarding an application from Martin's Tideside 

Marina.  I will again renew my opposition to this application. 

 

During my tenure as chairman of the planning board, the board dealt with an application for 

storage buildings at the corner of Bayless Road and Route 14.  At that time, the board's argument 

was based on three major documents. 

 

First and foremost was the definition of a Limited Commercial/Residential zone that is found in the 

village code.  Section 190-7 of the village code states:  "Limited Commercial/Residential: allows 

multiple use of dwellings in areas on major thoroughfares along with various low-intensity uses 

such as small retail shops, crafts, professional offices, personal services, and home 

occupations."  Those storage units did not meet that definition when they were approved by the 

zoning board at that time, and there was no hardship identified by the board by which to base an 

exception.  In fact, the applicant at that time owned property in an Industrial Zone that would have 

been more appropriate for that project. 

 

I have continued to state these same arguments, over and over, throughout the history of the 

Tideside Marina Project on Route 14.  Those same arguments continue to hold weight and should 

help determine that this current application is not appropriate and should be rejected. 

 

The boards should also continue to use the LWRP and village Master Plan to base your 

decisions.  Both of those documents, which are legal documents made a part of the village code, 
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point to decisions that should be made in disapproving this application.   

 

Further, There is the obvious emotional impact that this ongoing project has had on the residents 

of the Route 14/South Shore Road areas.  Future approvals will only serve to continue to erode a 

wonderful, family/residential neighborhood in the village. 

 

Finally, I would like to comment on the ongoing submission of applications by Tideside 

Marina.  This has been a continuous process since that business was purchased from the Arney 

family.  As a former planning board chair, I feel it is time for all village boards to ask the ownership 

of Tideside Marina for a single, cohesive plan for his business instead of the patchwork of requests 

that continue to cause a major disruption for the village. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Todd DeWispelaere 

Hide message history 

BE 

 

Bruce Evener<baystsp.1@gmail.com> 

Reply, Reply all, Forward 

To:You 

Wed 1/22/2025 10:05 AM 

Good morning Linda, 

Todd DeWispelaere asked that I read his letter into the minutes. I thought that it would make things 

easier for you if I sent a copy of it to you. 

-Bruce 

 


