
 

 

December 19, 2024- Village Board meeting 

Mayor McDowell called the regular meeting to order at 6:24pm and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

 

Present: Mayor McDowell, Trustee Kallusch, Trustee Madison, Trustee Verbridge and Attorney 

St Martin 

 

Public present- 0 

Zoom- 3 

 

MOTION by Trustee Verbridge and seconded by Trustee Kallusch to approve the November 21, 

2024, regular meeting minutes. 

Motion carried all voting aye 

 

Reports 

Mayor McDowell-Wastewater, Code Enforcement and Mayor’s updates 

Water Level – 

We are now at 244.19, up about 2 inches from the low of 240.  Maybe the rise has begun.  Shipping 
ends on January 6 so the only outflow regulators other than the plan will be ice formation.  That 
holds water back so will be welcome this year. 

Water System Study -   

We will be accepting the report at tonight’s meeting.  The next step is to complete the SEQR 
and to begin to apply for funding in the spring.  We have requested a proposal for help with 
those tasks. 

South Municipal Parking Lot -- 

The engineer has all the information.  We have begun to research funding opportunities. 

Ethics Committee – 

We received 5 expressions of interest for this committee.  The code calls for up to 5 
members with one being a village employee.  We took the first 4 volunteers. 

Village Hall – 

We had some more shifting that took place last week.  This combined with the collapse of 
the records room floor has resulted in a structural engineer coming tomorrow with Bob 
Elliott to assess the situation and make recommendations.  Plenty more to come. 



 

 

 

Trustee Kallusch- FD  

Trustee Madison- Ambulance 

MOTION by Trustee and seconded by Trustee Verbridge to approve Cory Fox for membership 

with the SWCAS. 

Motion carried all voting aye. 

 

Trustee Verbridge- LWRP, Planning Board, Playground 

The detailed reports are filed in the Village Office 

 

Public Comment- na 

 

All meeting contents can be viewed on the Village of Sodus Point YouTube channel 

 

Old Business-  

A. Preliminary Engineering report on the Water System  

Tabled until after the presentation from Barton & Loguidice 

 

New Business- 

 

A. MOTION by Trustee Verbridge and seconded by Trustee Kallusch to approve the 

following 

2024-12e Resolution in Support of Continued and Increased  

State Aid for Local Governments 

Whereas, until 2024, cities, villages and towns had not received an 
increase in unrestricted state aid (AIM funding) in 15 years, significantly 
impacting their ability to provide essential services to their residents; and 

Whereas, after a prolonged period without financial support, local 
governments finally received an increase of $50 million in unrestricted state aid; 
and 

Whereas, local officials express their gratitude for the $50 million increase 
in unrestricted state aid, recognizing it as a positive step towards addressing 
long-standing funding challenges; and 

Whereas, the State has referred to this new aid as Temporary Municipal 
Assistance, suggesting that such increase may not continue, jeopardizing the 
sustainability of crucial municipal programs and services; and 



 

 

Whereas, the property tax cap further limits the ability of local 

governments to properly fund the programs and services their residents need; 

and    

Whereas, increased and ongoing state aid for local governments is vital 
for maintaining infrastructure, public safety, housing and other municipal 
services; and  

Whereas, the challenges of inflation, the increasing costs of labor and 

supplies, and the end of extraordinary federal aid only accentuate the need for 

consistent and predictable funding to effectively plan for the future and meet the 

growing needs of their residents;  

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Village of Sodus Point calls upon 
the Governor and the State Legislature to commit to continuing the additional $50 
million in unrestricted state aid in the 2025-26 State Budget and beyond, and  

Be it further resolved, that the Village of Sodus Point urges state officials 
to recognize the need for a long-term plan that ensures consistent and 
predictable increases in financial support for local governments that keep pace 
with inflation.  

A copy of this resolution shall be sent to Governor Kathy Hochul, Senate 
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, 
Senator Pamela Helming, Assemblymember Brian Manktelow and the New York 
State Conference of Mayors (NYCOM).   

Resolution adopted all voting aye.  

 

B. The Board will revisit the FD overhead door modification as soon as the rest of the 

estimates are received. 

C. MOTION by Trustee Kallusch and seconded by Trustee Verbridge to approve the final 

amount remaining in ARPA $25,811 to cover a portion of the Barton & Loguidice 

contract for the South Municipal parking lot re-design. 

MOTION carried all voting aye. 

D. The members of the Sodus Point Garden Club asked the Board to consider changing the 

name of Sunset Park to Grace’s Sunset Park in honor of a very dedicated resident Grace 

Kelly.  She contributed many hours developing, planting, weeding and watering the 

plants at the Sunset Park on Lake St. 



 

 

MOTION by Trustee Kallusch and seconded by Trustee Verbridge to approve the 

request, and a new sign will be ordered. 

Motion carried all voting aye. 

 

E. The Board received quotes for tree removal as follows: 

Don & Jon Lawn and Tree $11,200 

Empire Tree  $9,050 

MOTION by Trustee Kallusch and seconded by Trustee Verbridge to approve the 

estimate from Empire Tree in the amount of $9,050.00 for tree removal. 

Motion carried all voting aye. 

Clerk-Treasurer: 

A. MOTION by Trustee Verbridge and seconded by Trustee Madison to approve payment 

of claims 12-1 through 12-44 totaling $121,016; General fund $72,891, Water fund 

$11,353, Wastewater $36,770 

Motion carried all voting aye. 

Other Business: 

A. MOTION by Trustee Verbridge and seconded by Trustee Madison to accept the 

resignation of Ira Bristol. 

Motion carried all voting aye. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Verbridge and seconded by Trustee Kallusch to move to executive session 

to discuss pending litigation at 6:52pm 

Motion carried all voting aye. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Verbridge and seconded by Trustee Kallusch to adjourn the executive 

session and move back to the regular meeting at 7:07pm with no actions. 

Motion carried all voting aye. 

MOTION by Trustee Verbridge and seconded by Trustee Kallusch to adjourn the meeting at 

7:08PM 

Motion carried all voting aye 

Next regular scheduled Board meeting will be on Thursday, January 16, 2025 at 6:30PM 

Tracy B Durham 

Clerk-Treasurer 
 

 


