ZB (Zoning Board) Minutes, 6-24-24
Village of Sodus Point, NY

ZB Members Present: Tom Johns, Mark Ketcham, Lynn Carlyle, Steve Nesspor

Staff Present: Kevin Druschel - Code Enforcement Officer (CEQO) (zoom), Linda Youngman -
Clerk (in person)

Others present: Scoty (zoom), Carly Straubing zoom),

Announcement: The advertisement of the meeting was published in Wayne County Times
and posted on the Village website.

Establish Quorum: A quorum was established. Four members were in attendance. The
meeting was conducted in person and via Zoom.

Call to order: The meeting was called to order by Chair Tom Johns at 7:00 pm.

1. Area Variance, SBJSA, 7443 Clover Street, to construct 31’x12” sign & 17°x10” tall sign
on the north side of building allowing for 45 square feet of additional signage where 20’ of
total signage is allowed per business unit. (CODE 190-26)

Tom Johns introduced the meeting saying everything has been advertised in advance includ-
ing signage in front of the property.

William Kedley represented the SBJSA (Sodus Bay Junior Sailing Association) who want to
construct a 31’x12” sign & 17°x10” tall sign on the north side of building allowing for 45
square feet of additional signage where 20’ of total signage is allowed per business unit. He is
the representative for SBJSA which is non-profit and educational in nature. The N side of the
building is really the back side of the building. The street facing side of the building is Clover
St. The sign would only be seen from the water. In the front of the building is Clover St and
Gardenier and would not have the sign showing. Their property is tax exempt and they have
accreditation from NYS. They want the sign as it will be one of the only ways people can find
them. They need a sign but the proposed lettering is not a sign as defined in the Village Code,
it is only their name. The definition excludes the SBJSA flag which is on their proposed sign.
Mike Foley, their past president, was available also.

There were no public comments. Tom Johns said there were a lot of signs in that particular

area. The Village long term wants to limit signage. Lynn Carlyle said he agreed with Bill Ked-
ley’s definition of signage. Tom Johns asked if the other signs would remain, Bill Kedley said
they would. Steve Nesspor and Mark Ketcham had no concerns. Mark Ketcham motioned to



approve the sign, Lynn Carlyle seconded, the motion passed unanimously.
Voting record: Tom Johns-aye, Mark Ketcham-aye, Steve Nesspor-aye, Lynn Carlyle-aye

2. Area Variance, Phillip Leone, 7573 5th Street, to extend existing 6’ fence to a height of
10’ high. (Code 190-22(g) and 121-4)

Tom Johns said this issue is more complicated. The variance for a 6’ fence needs to be re-
considered. Phil Leone originally got agreement from his neighbors about a year ago but
there has been some concern since then. The request now is for 7’ fence. Neighbors have
said they want the fence posts to be a 6ft 6in, not 7 ft. Two issues are 1) the existing fence-
posts and 2) the height of the new fence. The higher fence would be somewhat obstructive to
new neighbors.

The fenceposts need to be considered first. The variance was for 6ft fenceposts and it is now
denied. The new application asks for 10 ft privacy fence in the back of the house and existing
posts to be 7 ft. The ZB said no to the 7 ft posts. Some neighbors want the posts to be cut
back to the 6ft. Two neighbors were OK with the fence. The case was opened for public com-
ment, there were no public comments.

The ZB considered the request. Tom Johns said 8ft was the most the ZB ever approved. Lynn
Carlyle said he did not approve a 10ft fence. Mark Ketcham said the 8ft was a very unusual
approval as it was around a parking lot. The CEO confirmed. Mark said if the ZB says yes to
this 8 ft or higher request, others will also ask for a taller fence. If we put an 8 ft fence around
people, others will ask for the same and it will obstruct their neighbor’s views. This will create
a real problem for the Village. Tom Johns asked for a motion on the 10ft fence. Lynn Carlyle
motioned, Steve Nesspor seconded, the motion did not pass. Tom Johns said the CEO would
need to resolve the heightened fenceposts issue with Phil Leone as they were turned down
also.

Voting record: Tom Johns-nay, Mark Ketcham-nay, Steve Nesspor-nay, Lynn Carlyle-nay

3. Area Variance, Kevin Young, 7164 Route 14, to construct a 6'x4’ front deck addition with
a roof 17’ from route 14 ROW where 25’ is required. (Code 190-11)

This case was postponed as it needs a proper drawing submitted to the CEO.
Voting record: Tom Johns-aye, Mark Ketcham-aye, Steve Nesspor-aye, Lynn Carlyle-aye

Old Business: Tom Johns asked about the torn down house on Clover near the SBJSA. The
CEO said that land was donated, there is an RV on the property now. Tom Johns asked about
the ROW, the CEO said it would be opened in about two weeks. Lynn Carlyle asked about the
concrete ramp, why did it go to Village Board instead of ZB. The CEO said the Village Board
considered it first.

Review minutes from previous meetings: Minutes from 3-11-24, 4-9-24, 5-13-24 and 6-10-
24 ZB meetings were reviewed. Mark Ketcham motioned to approve all, Lynn Carlyle
seconded, the minutes from all meetings were approved by all.



Voting record: Tom Johns-aye, Mark Ketcham-aye, Steve Nesspor-aye, Lynn Carlyle-aye

New Business: Mark Ketcham asked about the signs remaining on Kevin’s house. The CEO
said yes, they would remain. The CEO recommended Tom Net for an ad hoc member.

Motion to adjourn: Lynn Carlyle motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mark Ketcham seconded,
the motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned by Tom Johns at 7:31 pm.

The next ZBA meeting will be July 8, unless there is no business to discuss.



