
 

 

Planning Board (PB) Minutes, 8-27-24  

Village of Sodus Point, NY 
 

 

 

Members Present: Chair Bruce Evener, Mark Costich (zoom), William Kedley, William 

McKee 

Staff Present: Linda Youngman – Clerk, Village of Sodus Point (Kevin Druschel - CEO, 

code enforcement officer) (zoom) 

 

Others present:  Village of Sodus Point (zoom), iphone2, Michael Marletta (zoom), S (zoom),  

Zachary Burnett, Steve Taylor,  

Establishment of a Quorum: A quorum of 3 was established with four members in attendance. 

Announcements: Advertisement of the meeting was posted on the Village website and 

also posted at Wayne County Times. 

The public is invited to observe: 

6:30 PB working session topics - 1) Review Docks, Structures, Moorings, 2) Breakwalls, etc. 

application guidelines 3) Progress report on guidelines for subdivision 4) Next application guideline 

to be developed 5) Discussion on CEO's absence from PB meetings 6) Board member generated 

topics of discussion 

Bill McKee and Mark Costich had prepared guidelines for docks and moorings. Bill Kedley said 

that he thought they were in good shape. Bill McKee said the PB may require documentation 

beyond code or statute. He added that as we get applications for subdivisions, especially smaller 

subdivisions, we may need more information – sketch plans, etc. Mark Costich added that for 

small subdivisions that conform to the code, those are straightforward. Bill McKee said for cases 

that require variances, the PB would want sketches, property lines, ROW, deed, etc. that can show 

more information. Sketch plans can avoid doing a full survey but the sketch plan should help the 

PB to consider a preliminary approval.  

McKee said the sketch plan should include lot size, width, coverage and any other items the PB 

feels is necessary. Mark added that in his own case, he and his neighbor switched parts of their 

plots so that her sidewalk (which was on his property initially) was made more compliant. Bill 

Kedley said that the case should give some basis for the request for sketch plans and what the 

PB may need to be able to consider their request. Mark added that the PB may need information 

about septic systems also. Bruce Evener said that he believed all SP residents were on city sewer. 

Mark said there were certain cases where the PB needed additional information to consider septic 

systems. Bruce added that the request for variances for specific cases should have info from the 

PB stating the information that is required for the PB to consider their case. Mark added that the 

PB needs info on the buildable area for each application.  



Bill McKee said for multiple lots and major subdivisions, like near the golf course, the subdivision 

info guidelines should have everything that the PB needs to weigh the request. Mark added that 

the PB needs information, including items like insulation, and he suggested the PB members 

review the guidelines to ensure that they include all items that the PB will need. Bruce Evener said 

that once it is determined it is a major subdivision, the applicants should be referred to the section 

in the guidelines so they know what is required in the sketch plan. Bruce asked that the PB 

members review those guidelines once again.  

Burnett and Taylor had arrived for their review of their applications. Bruce mentioned that Janine 

is secretary for the ambulance corps and will not be at tonight’s meeting due to her attendance at 

the ambulance meeting. Next application guideline to be reviewed in the future. McKee said there 

is a lot of questioning about short-term rentals. Bruce said he wanted to do that next month. Bruce 

said he has forwarded a letter to the clerk.  

Call to order: The public meeting was called to order by Chair Bruce Evener at 6:59 pm.  

Approval of minutes from previous meetings: Minutes from 8-5-24 were reviewed, edited 

and approved. William Kedley motioned to approve, William McKee seconded, the minutes 

were approved. 

Votes: Evener-aye, Kedley-aye, McKee-aye, Costich-aye 
 
1. Final Site Plan Review, Zachary Burnette, 7118 Hillside Drive to construct a 28x32 

residential home per stamped plans. (CODE 190-49) 
 
Zachary Burnette spoke saying he wanted to construct a 28x32 residential home with front and 
back driveways. Bruce said culverts needed to be examined and the official would look at it 
soon. Kedley said the water drainage would need to be caught by the ditch and the official would 
need to weigh in. Kedley said there would be a lot of water drainage needed there. Mark Costich 
said the pipes for water drainage need to be sufficiently large and thought the applicant should 
provide the village with sufficient information about sufficient drainage. Kedley said once the 
culvert is placed, the driveway needs to conform with house drainage to the culvert. Mark 
Costich said the plans should include sufficient information that will show the water drainage is 
part of the plans. Bruce said he is comfortable with the highway dept making the call on the 
culvert, driveway, etc. water drainage. Mark said it should be designed by a professional. Bruce 
asked if Mark had a suggestion. Mark said it should be done by a design engineer or 
professional. 
 
Zachary Burnette said his plans were all done and stamped by the architect. Kedley asked if 
they had specifically reviewed drainage. Mr. Burnette said they had considered the drainage. 
Bruce asked Mr. Burnette to send the information to Kevin Druschel. Bruce suggested an 11 
inch drainage culvert which is similar in size to the one on the property to the S. Bruce said he 
wanted a motion to approve this request once the stamped plans were received. Kedley added 
that the size of the pipes and location should be included. Kedley moved to approve the 
application with the addition subject to the stamped plans including plans for installation and 
placement of a drainage culvert on the roadside entrance to the property. Costich added the 
motion should include the size of the drainage be included. McKee seconded.  
 
Votes: Evener-aye, Kedley-aye, McKee-aye, Costich-aye 
 
2. Final Site Plan Review Steve Taylor, 8269 Lake Street Ext. To construct a 22"x10'2" 



addition and interior renovation per stamped plans 16.9' from road right of way where 25' is 
required to square up south east corner of structure. (CODE 190-49) 

 
Steve Taylor said the zoning had approved the bump out at 22”x10’2”. This would fit in with the 
existing house. Mark asked for clarification. Kedley moved to approve the plan to construct the  
22”x10’2” addition and interior renovation per stamped plans. McKee seconded, the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Votes: Evener-aye, Kedley-aye, McKee-aye, Costich-aye 
 
Other Business: NOTICE: PLANNING BOARD we will be accepting public comment for a 
Short-Term Rental Regulation. 
 
Bruce Evener opened the short-term rental regulation for public comment.  
 
Mr. Taylor spoke saying he wanted to approve short-term rental homes. He said not many 
wanted them. He said that owners needed to participate in use of rental homes. He said there is 
a problem with them being too close to other properties. He thinks there should be more longer-
term rental homes, perhaps for a year. He thinks it would create and support local jobs for con-
struction and landscaping. He says there is a market for local short-term rentals. Wayne County 
needs them. His group supports 3 short-term rental homes and they take good care of them. 
They also offer guest rooms for families. He said that local home values are going up but short-
term rentals don’t get STAR exemption. They pay all kinds of Wayne County taxes. But he 
added that short-term rental homes add a lot of benefit to the community. He said they do every-
thing they can to minimize problems to neighbors – noise limitation signs, avoidance of blocked 
driveways, etc. He said he had sent comments to the village. He said they have a beach house 
which had been approved for 8 people and they recently got a 25% reduction in the number they 
can rent to. He asked the PB to please be careful with their decisions on short-term rentals. 
They have some people that rent year after year. He said many of these renters are committed 
to the community also.  
 
McKee said that the challenges as a landlord in renting their properties should be considered by 
the PB. Mr. Taylor said they put in driveways in their rental properties to ensure that renters 
have sufficient parking on their properties. Mr. Taylor said properties that he has are limited to 
12 renters or less. Parking can be a problem but they give guidelines to renters on where they 
can park and not to block neighbor’s driveways. He said sometimes renters try to walk into other 
properties and they take care of it – they make their name and numbers available to people. He 
has been a professional landlord for decades and he knows he has to take care of properties.  
 
McKee asked what advice would Mr. Taylor make for those who wanted to start short-term rent-
als. Mark Costich said perhaps Mr. Taylor could put together some information about number of 
people per bedroom (perhaps 2 per bedroom) that could be approvable. Mr. Taylor agreed but 
he said some bedrooms are larger and could take more than 2. Bruce Evener said the PB are 
not going to reinvent the wheel – the PB will tweek the existing guidelines so that it will fit with 
the Sodus Point community. Bruce Evener said there should always be a local representative. 
 
Lynn Stahl said they came to see the rental policy that the PB is considering. Bruce asked S 
(online) to please unmute themselves-they had no comments. Larry Dugan spoke saying they 
have a short-term rental for about 6 weeks per year. They had 6 people for a reunion, they are 
near the lighthouse. They are very careful with who they rent to. They are part of the Sodus 
Point community. Spring and Fall are the main times they are here. He hopes the PB considers 
the small guys too in their consideration of the short-term rental guidelines. Bruce asked iphone2 



(online) – no comments. Michael Marletta (zoom) had no comments either. Bruce said we will 
keep these guidelines and ask for further public comments saying he thought we had received 
valuable comments already. Other comments can be sent to the Village Clerk-Tracey Durham.  
 
Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn was made by Kedley, McKee seconded, the motion passed 

unanimously. The meeting was adjourned by Bruce Evener at 7:43 pm. 

 

The public may make comments at the meeting or by writing to the Village Clerk. 
 
The next PB meeting will be September 9, 2024 unless plans change. 


