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2. Geographic Area and Justification

The Village of Sodus Point business district begins at Wolcott Street and extends west to the intersection of Bay 

Street and State Route 14.  Here it proceeds south along Route 14 to First Creek.  The Greig Street area between 

Wolcott Street and John Street is characterized by more dense commercial development.  The section along 

Route 14 is less dense but contains the old Genesee Malt House, as well as the “condo project”, both widely 

regarded as potentially transformational sites.  This area was selected because it encompasses nearly all 

seasonal water dependent businesses including restaurants, boutiques, small markets and marinas. The Sodus 

Bay waterfront also serves as a de facto main street in Sodus Point.  The district is approximately 1.2 miles in 

length and can easily be walked in about 15 minutes.   
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3. Vision Statement

“ Downtown Sodus Point will be a welcoming commercial district and four season activity hub nestled in the 

heart of the village waterfront.  The pedestrian scale and cohesive appearance of the buildings and landscape 

will complement the traditional setting and history while cherishing the beauty of the waterfront 

location.  The mix of restaurants, shops, water-related and other businesses, and recreational activities will 

contribute to the enjoyment of the waterfront, providing an engaging atmosphere for all visitors while 

respecting and supporting the daily life of village residents.” 
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4. Past Investment and Future Potential

The impacts of flooding during 2017 and 2019 followed by the COVID pandemic of 2020 caused a near 

collapse of the local economy.  Sodus Point is a resilient community, but could not overcome these losses 

without outside help.  So the village went to work to correct infrastructure deficiencies, protect the downtown 

from future flood events, prepare plans to guide future development and construct and install projects that 

support and enhance the local economy.  

Planning Activities: 
• Post Flood Recovery Building Workshop for the Village of Sodus Point:  In 2018, the Genesee Finger

Lakes Regional Planning Council (GFLRPC) conducted a post-flood recovery building workshop for Sodus

Point, which was attended by nearly 100 people.  The Sodus Point Village Board reached consensus on

several actions including developing a formal local marketing and communications strategy and

implementing a circulation, accessibility and parking (CAP) study.

• LWRP update:  In December of 2018, the Village was awarded a grant in the amount of $82,500 to update

its LWRP and conduct a complete revision of its outdated zoning code.  The draft project list was presented

to the community at a joint NY Forward/LWRP public meeting attended by more than 70 residents on

August 31, 2022.

• Active Transportation Plan (ATP):  Completed in 2019 after significant community input that included

two public meetings and walking tours of the village, the ATP is a blueprint for the transformation of the

Village into a community that safely and equitably accommodates bicycle and pedestrian transportation.

• Parking Inventory, Utilization and Access Study:  The Genesee Transportation Council just completed a

parking study on behalf of Sodus Point. Recommendations include optimal management of parking

inventory, redefinition of parking requirements in the zoning code and installation of wayfaring signage.

• Sodus Point Main Street Market Analysis:  In 2020, the Village received funding from the NYS Main

Street Program to prepare a Main Street Market Analysis, which was adopted by the Village Board in

February of 2021.

Project Activities: 
• Electric Vehicle Charging Stations:  The Village received an $8,000 grant from the NYSERDA Charge

Ready NY program to install a dual port electric vehicle charging station in the municipal parking lot next to

Willow Park.  The Village will soon submit an application to the DEC Municipal ZEV Infrastructure grant

program to add ten more EV charging stations to its inventory.
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• Macyville Woods Preserve: This 34 acre preserve with an 18 acre wetland, nestled between Lake Road and

Sentell Street, was purchased by Genesee Land Trust in 2019.  Approximately a mile of trail winds through

the property. Genesee Land Trust received a North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) grant

in 2021 to conduct wetland improvements at Macyville Woods in partnership with the Village of Sodus

Point.

• South Ontario Street Kayak Launch: Together with

the Village of Sodus Point, the Wayne County Soil and

Water Conservation District designed and installed a

new kayak launch where South Ontario Street meets

Sodus Bay. This project was funded with a $25,000

grant from NY Sea Grant.  Drainage work and a new

rain garden were also installed.

• Sodus Point Beach and Dune Restoration Project: Significant flooding and erosion damage occurred in

the Lakeview neighborhood between 8th Street and 1st Street, all which intersect with Wickham Boulevard.

To mitigate future damage, the Village received a REDI grant in the amount of $490,000 for a nature-based

beach restoration project. The project just won a national award from the American Shore and Beach

Preservation Association as one of the nation’s best restored beaches.

• Shared Outdoor Dining Shelters: As pandemic restrictions eased, business models adapted to reduced

seating capacity by accommodating a larger takeout customer base. To encourage patrons to linger in the

business district, the village was awarded NY Main Street funding to place shared outdoor dining shelters

along the southern edge of Oscar Fuerst Park.

• New Gazebo: The Neighborhood Association of Sodus Point (NASP) organized a community  fundraising

drive for the purchase and installation of a gazebo. NASP raised $17,000 and the new gazebo was installed

in Oscar Fuerst Park in the spring of 2021.

• Wickham Boulevard Revetment:  In 2018, the Village received a NYS Lake Ontario Flood Relief and

Recovery Program CDBG grant in the amount of $469,572.  This was used to construct a revetment along

the south side of Wickham Boulevard to mitigate severe erosion that was undermining the road and

exposing a sanitary sewer main.

• Featherly Drive Revetment: The Village also utilized NYS Lake Ontario Flood Relief and Recovery

Program CDBG funding to construct a revetment protecting a waste water outfall and the Mark Jones

Memorial Park Lake Ontario shoreline.



Village of Sodus Point - NY Forward Program Application for Funding 6 

• White Birch Campground Revetment: The Village will use REDI funding in the amount $440,072 to

relocate a vulnerable sewer lateral south from the Lake Ontario shoreline and install a revetment to mitigate

erosion threatening cottages and infrastructure.

• Stormwater Conveyance Project: This $7.4 million

REDI funded project included a new storm water

conveyance system installed along Wickham Boulevard

and Greig Street to mitigate damages caused by

recurrent flooding.  A decorative flood wall and

sidewalk was installed on the water side of Wickham

Boulevard. Ancillary improvements included

intersection realignments for pedestrian safety, rain

gardens and a bioretention swale.

• New Streetlights: In 2020 and 2021, the Village undertook a program to replace every mercury vapor

streetlight with LED streetlights.  The cost was $481,000 however the reduction in energy usage will offset

the cost of this project in 12 years.

Leverage Prior Investment and Catalyze Future Investment 

An $8 million NYS REDI investment to construct flood mitigation projects has inspired investor confidence 
and catalyzed business development.  Five new businesses have launched since 2021. These include Waterfront 
Wine & Spirits, Sodus Bay Outfitters, Freedom Boat Club, Stone Goose Market and Cidery and the Point’s 
Mercantile.  A local developer has submitted a purchase offer for the abandoned condo project on Route 14 just 
south of the former Genesee Malt House. The property will be cleaned up and repurposed with a $750,000 
private investment.  The developer will donate 150 linear feet of Sodus Bay shoreline for the community pier.  
Transient docking opens another market to local businesses, which will catalyze private investment.   

The former Catholic Church at the corner of South Fitzhugh Street and Bay Street has been purchased by a 
developer.  The building will be repurposed into eight Air BnB rental units.  This investment will be supported 
by a new transient boating market at the community pier, which will be located less than a five minute walk 
from the former church.  

There is strong potential for additional investment in the Greig Street area, particularly on the south side of the 
street, where ample space exists for the development of smaller commercial buildings.  NY Forward funding for 
Willow Park and the municipal parking lot will catalyze improvements to this area, perhaps even restoring the 
built environment streetscape to its previous form. 
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5. Recent or Impending Job Growth

The Village of Sodus Point’s major industry is water dependent and water enhanced tourism.  The local 

economy is characterized by restaurants, vacation rentals, seasonal specialty shops and boat sales, repairs, 

docking and storage.  The following information is from the 2020 U.S. Census as defined by zip code 14555, 

which is essentially the Village of Sodus Point and provides a profile of the businesses in the village. 

NAICS Code Industry # of Establishments 
23 Construction 8 
44-45 Retail Trade 8 
71 Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 4 
72 Accommodation and Food Service 13 
81 Other services (except public administration 3 

Source: 2020 U.S. Census, Zip Code Business Patterns 

The surrounding economy is primarily agriculture with apples the largest crop.  In fact, Wayne County is one of 

the largest producers of apples in the nation.  Local industries related to fruit farming include cold storage, 

transportation and farm equipment sales and service. 

Major agriculture and food processing industries include Baldwin Richardson Foods (one of the largest African-

American family owned and operated businesses in the food industry) and Mott’s in Williamson.  Dynalec and 

Termatec Molding in the Village of Sodus represent the advance manufacturing segment of the economy and 

tourism and the arts is represented by the Sodus Point water based recreational and service economy. 

In 2021 Pace Electronics built a new 55,000 square foot facility in Williamson, creating 15 new jobs and 

retaining 28 jobs.  Total investment in the facility was $4 million.  When Pace outgrew their facility in the 

Village of Sodus, they searched other areas to relocate but decided to remain in Wayne County because of the 

local workforce talent. Baldwin Richardson will soon make a significant investment in their Williamson facility.  

KM Davies, also located in Williamson, made a large investment in their controlled atmosphere storage 

facilities recently.  Optimax, Intergrow and Harbec Plastics in Ontario also made substantial investments in 

their facilities and operations in the last five years.  
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6. Quality of Life

Sodus Point offers a balance of active and passive 

recreational amenities, a good system of sidewalks, 

many public parks, open spaces and scenic vistas, 

one of the most beautiful historic lighthouses on 

Lake Ontario and a good mix of water-based 

businesses, all in a friendly, tight knit community 

with an enviable quality of life. Summer weekends 

are busy and festive, with restaurants, marinas and 

the beach bustling with residents and visitors.  

Sodus Bay and Lake Ontario are overflowing with 

gorgeous sailboats, motor boats, kayakers and folks 

enjoying fishing, water skiing, tubing or just 

anchored off at the sand bar for an afternoon of 

relaxation.  Nature lovers enjoy birdwatching and photography. 

Sodus Point is equally as beautiful in the winter.      

When Sodus Bay freezes, a small community of ice 

fishing enthusiasts numbering in the hundreds pops 

up every weekend.  Snowmobiling, ice boating, 

cross country skiing, ice skating and snowshoeing 

are also popular winter pastimes in the community.  

And the pier lighthouse offers unmatched 

photographic opportunities.  

Sodus Point has six restaurants, a sub shop, a 

deli/market/cidery, an outdoor coffee truck, a gas 

station/convenience store, a high end mercantile and an outfitter that offers bike and kayak rentals, clothing and 

groceries.  The surrounding agricultural economy offers Sodus Point residents and visitors many advantages 

including fresh produce stands that also sell local eggs, milk, meat and cheeses.  Fresh fruit is the cornerstone of 

the agricultural economy and Sodus Point is surrounded by thousands of acres of apple, cherry and peach 

orchards. 
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The largest tourist attraction in Wayne County is the Sodus Bay 

Lighthouse Museum, welcoming over 22,000 visitors annually.  

Located inside the meticulously preserved historic lighthouse, 

which was built in 1870, museum exhibits focus on Lake 

Ontario maritime history.  Visitors can climb the stairs to the top 

of the light tower and enjoy a 360 degree view of Lake Ontario 

and the village. The two acre grounds are home to free concerts 

every Sunday during the summer, the huge 5K race during the 

4th of July and a very popular ice cream social.  There is always 

a waiting list for weddings under the arbor overlooking Lake 

Ontario.  

One of the most beautiful and well-manicured golf courses in 

upstate New York is located in the village.  Sodus Bay Heights 

Golf Club is an integral part of the local economy, investing 

over $250,000 in improvements to the golf course, tennis courts, 

the club house and parking lot in the last five years. The golf 

club is semi-private, so the public is welcome to play golf, tennis 

and pickleball.  The Sodus Point Fire Department, Silver Waters 

Community Ambulance, the Sodus Bay Historical Society, the 

Sodus Bay Junior Sailing Association and the Wayne County 

Community Endowment all hold their annual fundraising events 

at the golf club.  Weddings held at the historic lighthouse are often followed by receptions at the golf club. 

The Sodus Bay Junior Sailing Association, Inc. (SBJSA) founded in 1956, is the oldest junior sailing 

organization in the nation. SBJSA offers a broad range of instructional sailing programs to youth and adults in 

the greater Sodus Point and Wayne County area.  SBJSA’s core program is the summer youth sailing camp.  

This program has served thousands of children since its inception, teaching campers teamwork, leadership and 

sportsmanship while fostering a life-long love for Sodus Bay.   

Free public access to Lake Ontario and Sodus Bay can be found at the County Park and Beach at the end of 

Wickham Boulevard and at the Town of Sodus owned Harriman Park Boat Launch on Route 14.  The Sill 

Landing kayak launch, located at the end of South Ontario Street, offers free public paddle boat access to Sodus 
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Bay and is fully ADA compliant. There is a lovely pocket park and overlook at the end of North Fitzhugh Street 

where residents and visitors can sit and enjoy the expansive views of Lake Ontario.   

Public safety is an essential component of quality of life.  Sodus Point has one of the best ambulance services in 

all of Wayne County providing reliable 24 hour coverage to residents and visitors.  The Sodus Point Fire 

Volunteer Department has been in existence for decades, has a stable volunteer base and the capacity to perform 

marine rescues.  The Wayne County Sheriff’s Department and the U.S Coast Guard operate marine substations 

at the County Beach and Park.   

Sodus Point is highly walkable, particularly east of the four corners where State Route 14, Lake Road, Fitzhugh 

Street and Bay Street all intersect.  Sidewalks are available nearly everywhere in this part of the community.  

The village boasts over 55 acres of public open space including Oscar Fuerst Field and Willow Park on the west 

edge of the Greig Street downtown business area, Macyville Preserve situated between Lake Road and Sentell 

Street and Mark Jones Memorial Park on the north side of Lake Road across from Macyville Preserve.
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7. Supportive Local Policies
Clean Energy Community

Sodus Point is a NYSERDA Designated Clean Energy Community, completing 7 high impact actions to date 

including benchmarking municipal buildings, energy code enforcement training, unified solar permitting and 

the replacement of mercury vapor streetlights with LED fixtures. 

Wayne County Land Bank 

The Village of Sodus Point has utilized the Wayne County Land Bank for environmental restoration of an 

abandoned automobile service station on Margaretta Road. This involved demolition of the old repair garage 

and house and the removal of 60 tons of tires.  

LWRP and Zoning Code Update 

The Village is currently updating its Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan, which will also include a 

comprehensive plan in accordance with Village Law. This process also involves updating the zoning code 

utilizing form based principles.  Once completed, the zoning code will be fully consistent with the 

comprehensive plan and the LWRP. 

Active Transportation Plan (ATP)

The Village of Sodus Point adopted this plan in 2019.  Several recommendations found in the ATP were 

implemented as part of the REDI storm water conveyance project.  As new and updated projects are planned, 

the Village will encourage the accommodation of non-motorized traffic to the greatest extent feasible. 

Non-discrimination Policies 

The Village of Sodus Point conforms to NYS and Federal Laws regarding non-discrimination.  The Village 

has adopted Civil Rights, Equal Employment Opportunity, Section 3 and Fair Housing Policies prohibiting 

discrimination to any person based on race, color national, origin, religion, sex, age sexual orientation or 

disability.  
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8. Public Support
Over the last four years, the Village of Sodus Point has engaged 

residents in community led planning initiatives that have resulted 

in a Post Flood Recovery Building Workshop with over 100 

participants; an Active Transportation Plan that included two 

public meetings and over 50 participants and a pending update to 

the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan (LWRP).   

The LWRP update employs an inclusive community outreach 

process with a series of public meetings at different stages of 

plan development.  On August 31, 2022, the second LWRP 

public meeting was held at the Sodus Point Fire Hall in 

conjunction with the NY Forward public meeting. Over 70 

residents attended to provide comments and suggestions on a 

project list.  

In 2006, the Village of Sodus Point, together with SUNY 

College of Environmental Science and Forestry Center for 

Community Design Research (CCDR), conducted an immersive 

downtown visioning process. Faculty and students from CCDR collaborated with the Wayne County Planning 

Department and a local advisory committee to design and facilitate the process.  The entire community was 

invited to four participatory workshops that resulted in a common vision for the future of the downtown 

business district.  Over 100 members of the community participated in this process. 

To insure that it was still supported by the community and to fully inform residents about the pending NY 

Forward application, the downtown vision statement developed in 2006 was included in the power point 

presentation, accompanied by an invitation to residents review it and provide comments and suggestions. The 

purpose of the NY Forward application was explained within the context of the proposed project list, which 

now served a dual purpose; community supported projects for inclusion in the LWRP along with a smaller, 

prioritized list to be included in the NY Forward application.  The opportunity for public comment continues on 

the Sodus Point website where all information about the proposed project list and the vision statement have 

been posted. Although the deadline for comments extends beyond the due date for this application, should 

Sodus Point be successful then both web based and public meeting feedback will be used to inform the Strategic 

Investment Plan. 
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Comments received from the community regarding the vision statement include: 

“Well rounded and all-encompassing” 

“Captures the needs and desires of a vibrant and prosperous vision for Sodus Point” 

The Village has identified 10 volunteers representing a broad cross section of the community to serve on the 
NY Forward Local Planning Committee.  The committee has reviewed the vision statement and has approved 

it as written.   
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9. Transformative Project Opportunities

Harriman Park Boat Launch and Parking Improvements 

Harriman Park Boat Launch is located on State Route 14 at the 
intersection with Margaretta Road in the Village.  The property 
is owned and maintained by the Town of Sodus.  Over the 
years, the park’s appearance and functionality have declined 
significantly. Stacked stone and lotus rail fences on the east end 
of the parking area have been repeatedly hit by vehicles, 
reducing them to undefined piles. The boat launch is too steep 
and will be redesigned to reduce the slope to the water and 
lengthened to account for low water conditions. 
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Additional improvements proposed include a new floating 
dock system and resurfaced parking lot.  

Property Address:  State Route 14 and Margaretta Road 
Total Project Cost: $1.5 million 
DRI Funding Request:  $1.5 million 
Project Readiness:  Start Date; Q3 2023 
Reference Plans: 2012 LWRP, Section IV, Page 8; 2022 
LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project list (pending) 

Design and Construct a Public Pier with Transient Docking 

The design and construction of a public pier 
has been included in every Sodus Point 
planning document for the last 30 years.  The 
public pier would address a variety of 
community needs while offering “parking” for 
boats in much the same way vehicular parking 
is accommodated.  In the warmer months 
visitors also enter and leave the village via 
Sodus Bay.  The public pier is proposed for 
the east side of State Route 14, just south of 
the intersection with Sentell Street and across 
from the condo property.  The new owner of 
this property will donate 150 feet of frontage 
on Sodus Bay for the establishment of the 
community pier.  The pier project will also 
include construction of a sidewalk from the 
pier location to the end of the sidewalk on 
South Fitzhugh Street, closing the gap 
between the public dock and the Greig Street 
section of the business district.  The owner of 
the property will invest $750,000 to upgrade 
and improve the site and restore the view of 
Sodus Bay. 

Property Address:  State Route 14 
Total Project Cost: $2,000,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $1,250,000 
Project Readiness:  Start Date, Q1, 2024 
Reference Plans: 2012 LWRP Section IV, Pages 6 and 8; 2007 Downtown Vision Plan, Goal 3; 2022 LWRP 
Update Section IV, Proposed Project list (pending) 
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Willow Park Design Study and Implementation 

Willow Park is a center of activity in Sodus Point.  Strategically located at the western end of the Greig Street 
business district, this park is heavily used by residents and visitors.  As the popularity of the park increases, it 
has become clear that an overall plan for its development is needed.  The playground is old, outdated and some 
equipment has been removed as a result. There are drainage issues that would benefit from surface and 
subsurface storm water management improvements. The Tourism information booth requires upgrades and the 
skate park should be relocated away from adjacent seasonal cottages.  There is interest in space for an open air 
market and a warming hut for use both by patrons of the seasonal ice rink and winter festivals.  The 
establishment of public WiFi in the park would also be included in the study. A playground committee has been 
formed to address Willow Park deficiencies.  They have been very active touring similar parks in the region and 
reaching out to playground vendors to obtain pricing. 

Property Address:  Willow Park, Greig Street and Bay Street Extension 
Total Project Cost: $1,000,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $1,000,000 
Project Readiness:  Start Date, Q3, 2023 
Reference Plans: 2022 LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project list (pending) 

Reconstruct Municipal Parking Lot with Green Infrastructure 

This parking lot, which borders Willow Park, is in need of major reconstruction.  Because it also borders Sodus 
Bay to the south, storm water runoff contributes to poor water quality. 
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Modern storm water management infrastructure will protect and preserve Sodus Bay water quality by 
decreasing the amount of sedimentation entering the bay.  The project will also substantially improve the 
appearance of the parking lot. Costs were determined from similar projects bid by other communities in 
2022. 

Property Address:  East Side of Willow Park at Greig Street  
Total Project Cost: $900,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $900,000 
Project Readiness:  Start Date Q2, 2024 
Reference Plans: 2022 LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project list (pending) 

Willow Park ADA Compliant Public Restrooms 

Public restrooms are essential 
community amenities.  Sodus 
Point’s public restroom facilities 
are located in the far southwest 
section of Willow Park and not 
generally visible from the downtown 
area.  The Village will construct  
ADA compliant public restrooms in 
Willow Park. Materials will be 
chosen for their durability, long 
term reliability and overall appearance.   

Property Address:  Willow Park, Greig Street and Bay Street Extension 
Total Project Cost: $500,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $500,000 
Project Readiness:  Start Date Q1, 2024 
Reference Plans: 2102 LWRP Section IV, Page 9; 2022 LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project list 
(pending) 

Willow Park Overlook Viewing Area and Finger Docks 

This area along the southeastern section of Willow Park is partially owned by the Village.  The rest of the 
area is in private ownership and would require an easement. In the winter it is used for ice fishing access to 
Sodus Bay.  It has been identified as a suitable location for finger docks for paddle craft, as well as an 
overlook platform for viewing Sodus Bay. 

Property Address:  Willow Park, Greig Street and Bay Street Extension 
Total Project Cost: $150,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $150,000 
Project Readiness:  Start Date Q1, 2024 
Reference Plans: 2022 LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project list (pending) 
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Establish Lakeshore Trail from Old Sodus Point Lighthouse to the Channel Lighthouse 

There is a natural shoreline connection between the Old Historic Sodus Point Lighthouse and the working 
lighthouse that marks the channel entrance to Sodus Bay. Access from the Historic Lighthouse to the beach is 
blocked by a vertical revetment that protects the area from erosion. This project would eliminate this barrier by 
constructing a point of access that safely carries pedestrians to the beach. This also completes a loop trail from 
the historic lighthouse to the beach, which is connected to Wickham Boulevard, Bay Street Extension and Greig 
Street. 

Property Address:  7606 North Ontario Street 
Total Project Cost:  $150,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $150,000 
Project Readiness: Start Date; Q3 2023 
Reference Plans: 2022 LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project list (pending) 

Lake Road Shared Use Trail 

Lake Road is the main route for bicyclists entering Sodus Point from communities to the west in Wayne 
County, Monroe County and beyond. The gateway into Sodus Point should be improved to accommodate this 
traffic in a safe manner by developing a shared use path suitable for pedestrians and bicyclists along the south 
side of Lake Road from the intersection of North Fitzhugh Street to the Village boundary.  This path will also 
connect the Mark Jones, Sr. Memorial Park and Macyville Preserve to the downtown business district.  

Property Address:  Lake Road from Village Boundary to Intersection with Route 14 and Fitzhugh Street 
Total Project Cost:  $750,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $750,000 
Project Readiness:  Start Date, Q3 2023 
Reference Plans: 2019 Active Transportation Plan, Page 58; 2022 LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project 
list (pending) 

Pedestrian Walkway Along Route 14 from Martin’s Tidesides Marina to Community Pier 

This project will plan, design and develop a continual pedestrian path of various surfaces on State Route 14 
connecting Martin’s Tidesides Marina and Harriman Park to the new Community Pier location. This project 
will involve the construction of a 5 foot wide sidewalk along the east side of State Route 14, beginning at 
Martin’s Tidesides Marina and ending at the site of the community pier. Existing vehicular lane widths will be 
maintained by road restriping to narrow the shoulder on the west side of the road so a five foot sidewalk can 
occupy the east side. This will complete a continuous pedestrian route from the fishing site on State Route 14 at 
First Creek to the Greig Street section of the business district. 

Property Address:  State Route 14 
Total Project Cost: $1,000,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $1,000,000 
Project Readiness:  Start Date, Q1, 2024 
Reference Plans: 2012 LWRP Section VI, Page 5 and 23; 2019 Active Transportation Plan, Page 58; 2022 
LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project list (pending) 
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Establish a Small Business Financial Support Program 

The small business financial support program is designed to induce additional private investment in the business 
district, sustain existing businesses and continue to upgrade the downtown experience for residents and visitors. 
This program will support small businesses with funds to improve storefront facades, mechanical systems, 
electrical systems, lighting and signage. This will result in increased property values, lower overhead costs for 
business owners and improved community appearance.   

Property Address:  Downtown Business District, State Route 14, Bay Street, Greig Street 
Total Project Cost: $500,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $500,000 
Project Readiness:  Start Date Q3, 2023 
Reference Plans: 2022 LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project list (pending) 

Sodus Point Tourism and Marketing Promotion Strategy 

Bordering both Lake Ontario and Sodus Bay and possessing a wealth of recreational, natural and historic 
resources, Sodus Point is widely regarded as the crown jewel of Lake Ontario.  The Village has a tourism based, 
service economy where the majority of revenues are generated during the warmer months. Lesser known, but 
still vitally important to the local economy, are winter recreational opportunities like ice fishing, ice boating, 
snowmobiling, cross country skiing and snowshoeing.  The Main Street Market Analysis revealed that direct 
interventions are needed to increase visitor volume and customer base. This project will develop a 
comprehensive tourism promotion plan to expand the Village’s market area beyond the Rochester Finger Lakes 
Region; redefine and brand Sodus Point as a four season destination, identify and deploy a variety of print, web 
based and mass media marketing strategies, design and install common themed wayfaring signage throughout 
the village and place informational kiosks at strategic locations in the business district. 

Property Address:  The entire village with emphasis on the business district  
Total Project Cost: $350,000 
DRI Funding Request:  $350,000 
Project Readiness:  Start Date, Q2, 2023 
Reference Plans: 2012 LWRP Section IV, Page 7; 2022 LWRP Update Section IV, Proposed Project list 
(pending) 



Village of Sodus Point - NY Forward Program Application for Funding 20 

10. Administrative Capacity
Mayor David McDowell is the Chief Fiscal Officer for the Village of Sodus Point. Mr. McDowell is recently 

retired from Excellus Blue Cross Blue Shield, having served over 35 years in the health insurance industry.  Mr. 

McDowell is also the immediate past President of Save Our Sodus, Inc., an organization dedicated to the 

preservation, protection and improvement of Great Sodus Bay.  His experience in the private sector, as Mayor 

and as the former President of Save Our Sodus, Inc. includes budget development and management, fundraising 

including grant administration, public participation processes and government operations. Mayor McDowell 

personally administered the $8 million in REDI funding awarded to Sodus Point.  

Tracy Durham serves as the Clerk-Treasurer for the Village of Sodus Point.  She is responsible for the day to 

day management and oversight of the municipal budget.  She has administered grants from both the NYS Office 

of Community Renewal (CDBG Planning Grant) and NYS DEC (Wastewater Treatment Plant Planning Grant). 

She has eighteen years of experience with the Village in this position.  Ms. Durham has an associate’s degree in 

Business Administration.  Prior to her tenure in Sodus Point, she worked for 11 years in the accounting 

department of Reliant Community Credit Union.   

Sharon Lilla is a local resident of the Village of Sodus Point.  She served as the Wayne County Director of 

Planning for 27 years before retiring in 2011.  Shortly thereafter, she was hired by a consulting firm to provide 

assistance and expert advice for grant writing and municipal planning projects across upstate New York.  Ms. 

Lilla has written and/or administered over $25 million in state and federal grants during her 42 year career in 

municipal planning.  She has assisted the Village as a community volunteer with grant writing and grant 

administration and will continue that role with the NY Forward project. Her recent grant administration 

experience for the village includes assisting with a $469,572 NYS CDBG flood resiliency grant, LWRP funding 

in the amount of $82,500, an $8,000 NYSERDA grant for an electric vehicle charging station, a $50,026 NY 

Main Street grant, and $50,000 from the Genesee Transportation Council to prepare the Active Transportation 

Plan.  

The Village is well positioned, highly experienced and fully prepared to administer an award upon notification. 
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September 21, 2022 
 

David McDowell, Mayor     
Village of Sodus Point 
8356 Bay Street 
P.O. Box 159 
Sodus Point, NY 14555 
 
Dear Mayor McDowell:  
 

It is a pleasure to offer our full support for the Village of Sodus Point’s application 
to the introductory round of the NY Forward Program. Funding will be used to 
improve parks, remedy public water access issues, establish a community pier 
with transient docks, increase bicycle and pedestrian connectivity and expand the 
economic footprint to all four seasons. 
 

Since 2017, the Village has experienced two major flood events followed 
immediately by the COVID pandemic. Showing great resiliency, the village went 
to work developing long term plans to guide its recovery. The Neighborhood 
Association was a proud partner with the village, contributing funding to both the 
Active Transportation Plan and the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan. 
 

The Village of Sodus Point is one of the most important tourist communities in 
the region. Its enviable location on Sodus Bay and Lake Ontario attracts 
thousands of visitors annually. And its economic reach far exceeds its geographic 
size. Several new businesses have opened as investor confidence continues to 
grow. Sodus Point is now well positioned for transformational public and private 
investment. 
 

Funding from the NY Forward Program will allow Sodus Point to build upon this 
momentum, leverage additional private investment and continue to improve 
quality of life for its residents. We strongly urge the Finger Lakes Economic 
Development Council to fund this important application for Sodus Point. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kathy Madison 
Vice President  







 

 
 
 
September 20, 2022 
 
Mr. David McDowell, Mayor                            
Village of Sodus Point 
8356 Bay Street 
P.O. Box 159 
Sodus Point, NY 14555 
 
Dear Mayor McDowell: 
 
It is a pleasure to offer my full support for the Village of Sodus Point’s application to the 
introductory round of the NY Forward Program.  Funding will be used to improve parks, remedy 
public water access issues, establish a community pier with transient docks, increase bicycle and 
pedestrian connectivity and expand the economic footprint to all four seasons. 
 
SOS, Inc., a 30-year organization that has been supporting the health of the bay and the local 
economy is proud to have the Village of Sodus Point as one of our community partners.  The 
Village has worked hand in hand with our organization to protect water quality by mitigating 
storm water runoff into Sodus Bay.   
 
Since 2017, the Village has experienced two major flood events followed immediately by the 
COVID pandemic.  Showing great resiliency, the village went to work developing long term 
plans to guide its recovery.  Major flood mitigation projects now protect the community from 
further flood damage while simultaneously contributing to improved water quality. These 
include a new storm water conveyance system and an award winning nature-based beach 
restoration project. 
 
The Village of Sodus Point is one of the most important tourist communities in the region.  Its 
enviable location on Sodus Bay and Lake Ontario attracts thousands of visitors annually.  And its 
economic reach far exceeds its geographic size.  Several new businesses have opened as investor 
confidence continues to grow.  Sodus Point is now well positioned for transformational public 
and private investment.   
 



Funding from the NY Forward Program will allow Sodus Point to build upon this momentum, 
leverage additional private investment and continue to improve quality of life for its residents.  I 
strongly urge the Finger Lakes Economic Development Council to fund this important 
application for Sodus Point. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr. Donald Riling 
President, SOS 
 










