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Dear Mayor McDowell and the Sodus Point Town Council, 
 
Thank you for providing us with a copy of the resolution passed by the Sodus Point Town 
Council on July 23rd , 2019 and stating concerns regarding the regulation of Lake Ontario 
outflows. 
 
The Commission and its International Lake Ontario St. Lawrence River Board (the Board) 
are acutely aware of the tremendous harm to shoreline properties and local economies on 
Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River resulting from the unprecedented conditions this 
year. The Board has regulated Lake Ontario outflows to reduce high-water impacts on the 
lake and river from Lake Ontario to the extent possible, while considering consequences 
for all affected interests. Outflows from June 13 to August 21were the highest sustained 
outflows on record and continue to be as high as conditions on the St. Lawrence River 
allow. The Board manages outflows from Lake Ontario and St. Lawrence River levels in 
the context of many interests including safe navigation, and the need to avoid causing ice 
jams or exposing municipal water intakes on the St. Lawrence River. 
 
This past year has been unprecedented and the facts bear this out. All of the Great Lakes 
have reached record or near-record high water levels this spring as a result of heavy 
precipitation throughout the basin.  This has resulted in record high inflows from Lake Erie 
into Lake Ontario and above-average runoff from within the Lake Ontario basin. The 
highest ever supplies into Lake Ontario were recorded in the six months from February to 
July 2019. These inputs, combined with record outflows from the Ottawa River into the St. 
Lawrence River, have caused record high water levels both upstream and downstream of 
the Moses-Saunders Dam.  In consideration of the current naturally high water conditions 
upstream and downstream of the dam, the Board is working tirelessly to maximize Lake 
Ontario outflows to reduce high water levels there and in the St. Lawrence River.  The 
Board has consistently passed very high flows from Lake Ontario since the spring of 2017 
and between June 13th and August 21st this year; they were the highest sustained Lake  



 
Ontario outflows on record. 
 
Plan 2014 is the current regulation plan used by the Board to manage Lake Ontario 
outflows at the Moses-Saunders dam.  The dam is the sole control point of outflows into 
the St. Lawrence River, and although it can be operated to manage many conditions, it 
cannot fully address all consequences of the record natural inflows experienced this 
year.   The record high water events that occurred in 2017 and 2019 would have occurred 
under any regulation plan. 
 
Plan 2014 replaced the previous regulation Plan 1958-DD which would have acted very 
similarly to the current plan in the conditions received in 2017 and 2019.  Without 
regulation of outflows at the Moses-Saunders dam, modelling has shown that 2019 water 
levels would have been exceeded by 40cm.  Further information on Plan 2014 can be 
found here<https://ijc.org/en/loslrb/who/regulation>. 
 
As a result of the sustained record-high outflows and drier weather, Lake Ontario continues 
to decline from its June 2019 peak.  The Commission has requested that the Board 
investigate alternative regulation options for further reducing levels prior to next spring to 
reduce the risk of flooding in Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River in 2020. While we 
anticipate that each of the options will likely cause impacts in the St. Lawrence River and 
provide only limited reduction in the risk to Lake Ontario, the Commission is committed to 
providing all possible relief to riparians upstream and downstream consistent with the 
Order of Approval that was approved by the Governments of the United States and 
Canada. 
 
The Commission has also asked its Great Lakes Adaptive Management (GLAM) 
Committee to expedite their ongoing review of Plan 2014, and investigate possible 
modifications to the Plan that may provide additional relief to shoreline 
communities.  Because of the risk of ongoing extreme variability in the future, the 
Commission also believes that building greater long-term infrastructure, housing and 
floodplain resiliency and enhancing flood protection measures will be essential to 
successfully minimizing the impacts of future extreme floods. 
 
Over the past several months, Commissioners have visited many communities along the 
Lake Ontario-St. Lawrence River shoreline on both sides of the border to meet with locals 
and witness the effects that the high waters have had on their lives. The IJC, the Board 
and GLAM are currently organizing a webinar for elected officials in early November to 
explain 2019 conditions and regulation, describe the actions taken to reduce lake levels in 
advance of the 2020 freshet, and answer questions and concerns that attendees might 
have. More information on this will be available on our website and advertised through 
social media soon. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Jane Corwin                                         Pierre Béland 
Chair                                                     Chair 
US Section                                            Canadian Section 




