
Sylvanus J. Macy and Macyville 
 

 
Macyville is the name of the area of Sodus Point around Sentell Street. The area is named after Sylvanus 
Jenkins Macy, who was primarily responsible for developing this area into the shipping hub of Sodus Bay.  
 
Sylvanus was born in 1833 in New York City and worked in the family shipping, oil and banking businesses. 
The family are descendants of the first white settler of Nantucket, Thomas Macy who had come to America 
from Chilmark, England. Thomas and some friends bought Nantucket to escape the persecution of Quakers 
and many of these original families continued to live on the island for generations. In 1810 Sylvanus’ father, 
William H. Macy, and grandfather, Josiah Macy moved from Nantucket to NYC and opened a business. 
Sylvanus followed in their footsteps becoming very wealthy.  
 
The business was eventually sold and Sylvanus became attracted to Sodus Point, believing it had great 
business potential,. He took over the struggling railroad coming into Sodus Point around 1873 and bought 
real estate around the railroad yard. Over the next decade he would pour much of  his personal wealth into 
developing the area including the coal docks, the malt house and a bank, which became the Customs House. 
Failing to make the profits he hoped for on his own, Macy was joined by E. H. Harriman in 1882. Harriman 
was a Wall Street broker and the brother-in-law of one of Macy’s investors. Macy was then appointed 
president and Harriman vice-president of the renamed Sodus Bay & Southern Railroad. Within a few years, 
Harriman convinced the Pennsylvania Railroad that they needed an outlet on Lake Ontario to ship their coal 
and better compete with the New York Central Railroad.  The sale was completed in 1884. After the sale the 
railroad thrived and boosted the economy of Sodus Point for years to come. Macy and Harriman moved on to 
other ventures. Harriman went on to become a railroad tycoon and the richest man in America while Macy 
moved to a farm in Avon, N.Y, which he called Chilmark after the English village of his ancestors.  
 
Sylvanus became a very successful business man in the Rochester, involved in mining and shipping coal as 
well as being a banker. A civic leader, he helped start the Rochester Homeopathic Hospital, serving as its 
president until his death in 1903. This hospital eventually became Genesee Hospital. Rowland H. Macy, 
founder of Macy’s Department Store and a contemporary of Sylvanus was also a descendant of Thomas 
Macy. He  also moved to NYC from Nantucket like Syvanus’ father and grandfather..     
 
The newly acquired Genesee Land Trust property is close to where Macy lived while in Sodus Point on what 
is now the corner of Seaman and Macy Streets. 
 
by Tom Lightfoot, Sodus Point Historian  
 


